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LETTER  V

July xgtk, 1786,

YESTERDAY morning, before my departure, the
Duke granted  me an audience for  the   space   of
about three hours ; or rather personally indicated a
conference, under the pretence of remitting letters
to  Berlin,  and which,  indeed,  he   committed   to
my care.   We again spoke of general affairs, and
of the   particular   situation   of   Prussia ;   of   the
suspicions which he pretends  it is  impossible  to
avoid entertaining,  concerning  our intentions  and
our  system;   (how  should   I   answer   him   when
such  is the  disorder  of our   finances   that  it   is
impossible we should  have any  system ?)   of the
dread' -that  daily  increases,   which   the   Emperor
necessarily inspires,  who   does   good   'awkwardly,
but who does enough to acquire great  power, the
basis  of which   is   magnificent,   and   highly   dis*
proportionate  to   that   of any   other    monarchy,
Fnwce exoepted;   of the impossibility  of finding
any   counterpoise  to  this  power,   except   in   the
pwdence  of the   Cabinet   of   Versailles ;   of  the  Coio>
